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Abstract: Piezoelectric energy-harvesting systems are a promising way to convert mechanical energy from the 

environment into usable electrical power. This review paper examines the key factors, methodologies, and recent 

developments in designing and improving these systems to increase efficiency and power output. It covers the 

basic principles of piezoelectricity, including the properties of materials and how they convert energy, with a 

focus on selecting better materials. And also discusses the importance of system design, especially how 

mechanical vibration can improve power output. It explores strategies such as adjusting the frequency, matching 

the load, and vehicle speed. It also responds to the optimization of circuit design for better power conversion, 

including rectification, power conditioning, and techniques such as maximum power point tracking (MPPT). This 

paper reviews the key challenges in piezoelectric energy harvesting, including low power output, sensitivity to 

environmental changes, and difficulties in scaling the systems for larger applications. It also proposes potential 

solutions to these issues. The research examines and evaluates the performance of various piezoelectric systems, 

using case studies that illustrate their practical applications. The analysis concludes by looking at new trends and 

potential developments such as the development of multifunctional materials, integration with smart grids, and 

the development of self-powered Internet of Things (IoT). Overall, this study provides useful information about 

the future of piezoelectric energy harvesting and its potential contribution to the renewable energy sector. 

Index Terms: Green Energy, Internet of Things, Piezoelectric Energy, Sustainable Pavement. 
 

 

1. INTRODUCTION                                                                      

The demand for sustainable energy is increasing day by day. Recently, researchers have explored 

new methods of harvesting mechanical energy. Piezoelectric energy harvesting is a better solution 

to this problem and a promising way to convert mechanical energy into usable electrical energy, 

which is currently wasted on roadway traffic in urban areas and has attracted the attention of both 

academia and industry. Piezoelectric energy harvesting is particularly versatile and can be powered 

by small electronics to generate large-scale energy. Smart pavements are an emerging application 

of piezoelectric harvesting that can be used to capture energy from vehicular traffic in urban areas.  

The piezoelectric energy-harvesting capability is highly promising, as its applications range from 

powering small electronic devices to large-scale energy production. In recent years, advances in the 

fields of materials science and nanotechnology have seen more efficient piezoelectric materials and 
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devices being produced, thus boosting this technology's potential even further. Furthermore, the 

combination of piezoelectric energy harvesters and renewable energy sources like solar panels or 

wind turbines seems to have a positive future in the creation of hybrid energy solutions. 

         Piezoelectric energy harvesting, an emerging area of application, is notably seen in smart 

pavements where the technology is being employed to collect energy from vehicular traffic. This 

review narrows down the discussion to the piezoelectric energy harvesting system’s design and 

optimization exclusively for smart pavements with an objective to increase efficiency and power 

output. That is, we will briefly address the present situation of piezoelectric materials and device 

design, as well as the problems and the potential for the integration of these systems into road 

infrastructure. We will also provide an insight into various optimization strategies, including 

material selection, structural design, and energy management techniques to improve the overall 

performance of Piezoelectric energy harvesting systems in smart pavement applications. 

  As research in this field continues to progress, piezoelectric energy harvesting is expected to play 

an increasingly important role in the global transition towards sustainable and clean energy. This 

review aims to provide a comprehensive analysis of the latest developments and prospects for 

optimizing piezoelectric energy-harvesting systems for smart pavements, contributing to the 

broader goal of creating more energy-efficient and sustainable urban environments. 

2. DESIGN CONFIGURATIONS AND EXPERIMENTAL SETUPS 

The design of piezoelectric energy harvesting systems varies depending on the application and 

desired power output. Common configurations include cantilever beams, bridge transducers, and 

disc-shaped transducers. These systems can be optimized for different load conditions, frequencies, 

and mechanical stresses. Refer to the recent Studies and Results, Yao et al.[1]discussed that arc and 

trapezoidal bridge transducers produced power outputs of 232 V and 106 V, respectively, when 

subjected to real vehicle traffic. The arc model generated a maximum power of 7.61 mW for speed-

bump devices and 63.69 mV for underneath pavement. Xiong et al.[2] used a disk-shaped model 

with nine different arrangements and found power outputs of 3.1 mW/cm² for piezoelectric energy 

harvested from road vibrations. These results show that the design of piezoelectric systems plays a 

big role in how efficiently they can convert energy. By changing the system's design, performance 

can be improved. Recently, researchers have focused on improving both the design and the 

materials used in these systems to increase the amount of energy they can generate. They have used 

experiments and computer models (Simulations) to find the best way to arrange the piezoelectric 

components. How well these improvements work depends on things like the condition of the road, 

how fast vehicles are moving, and the vibrations in the environment. 

Improving the electrical output from piezoelectric energy harvesting systems is a major aspect of 

their design. Several studies have measured the electrical output of different systems under varying 

conditions. Recent Results Li et al.[3] tested arc and rectangular bridge transducers and found that 

PZT-based transducers generated up to 220 V under traffic loads. Their findings highlighted the 

impact of load frequency and amplitude on energy conversion efficiency. 

a) OPTIMIZATION STRATEGIES 

Researchers have looked into various ways to boost the performance of piezoelectric energy 

harvesting systems. These methods aim to make energy conversion more effective, boost power 
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output, and explore cutting-edge materials and nanostructures. This part delves into key insights 

from earlier studies on making piezoelectric harvesters better. 

b) IMPROVING ENERGY CONVERSION EFFICIENCY 

Many researchers have looked into ways to boost how well piezoelectric systems turn energy into 

electricity. For instance, Zhu et al.[4] made changes to the design, like making the piezoelectric 

material's surface bigger and improving how it connects to get more energy out. Their work showed 

that tweaking how the piezoelectric material and mechanical structure match up led to a big jump 

in energy output. Also, Kumar et al.[5] checked out how fine-tuning the link between the 

piezoelectric material and electrical circuits affects things. They found that adding voltage 

regulators and super-efficient rectifiers can increase energy conversion by up to 25%. These studies 

point out that getting the mechanical-electrical connection just right is key to ramping up energy 

conversion efficiency. 

c) TECHNIQUES FOR ENHANCING POWER OUTPUT 

Tuning frequency has a big influence on increasing the power output of piezoelectric energy 

harvesting systems. Liu et al.[6] found that matching the resonance frequency of piezoelectric 

elements to the main frequency of nearby vibrations can boost power output a lot. Their study 

showed that frequency adjustments could lead to over 30% more energy production in smart 

pavements where vehicle vibrations are the primary energy source. Another good way to increase 

power output is to gather energy from multiple sources. This involves using several piezoelectric 

components set to different frequencies to capture a wider range of mechanical vibrations. Chen et 

al.[7] looked into multi-modal harvesting in piezoelectric systems. They discovered that using 

multiple resonant modes improved the system's ability to capture energy from various vibration 

sources, like traffic-induced and environmental vibrations. Their findings showed a clear 

improvement in overall power output in situations with changing vibration frequencies. 

d) EXPLORING ADVANCED MATERIALS AND NANOSTRUCTURES 

New materials and nanostructures offer a promising path to enhance piezoelectric energy 

harvesters. Also, Li et al.[8] and Zhao et al. [9] studied ZnO nanowires and BaTiO₃ thin films to 

boost the piezoelectric response. These materials react more to strain and have better mechanical 

properties, leading to improved energy conversion. Li et al.[8] found that ZnO nanowires increased 

the energy from mechanical vibrations by 40% compared to standard bulk piezoelectric materials. 

Zhao et al.[9] discovered that mixing nanostructured materials with bimorph piezoelectric 

cantilevers upped power output thanks to stronger piezoelectric coefficients and more flexible 

mechanics. This research shows how nano-structured materials can boost the effectiveness and 

toughness of piezoelectric systems, making them fit better for uses like smart pavements. 

e) DESIGN AND STRUCTURAL OPTIMIZATION 

Recent research has also been aimed at optimizing the piezoelectric harvester structure and design 

for better efficiency. For instance, Zhang et al.[10] investigated the influence of various structural 

designs on energy harvesting efficiency and established that multi-layer piezoelectric stacks were 

much better compared to single-layer devices. Multi-layer structures were established in this 
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research to enhance surface area and mechanical stress distribution, which optimizes energy 

conversion efficiency. Besides, Wang et al.[11] investigated how piezoelectric systems can be tuned 

to vary their resonance frequency based on real-time environmental changes. They discovered that 

systems that adapt to traffic condition variations, like different speeds of vehicles or road 

irregularities, harvest energy better. They highlight the need for developing tunable piezoelectric 

systems that react to varying circumstances. 

f) POWER MANAGEMENT AND STORAGE 

Effective power management and storage are essential for maximizing the potential of piezoelectric 

energy harvesting systems, ensuring that harvested energy is efficiently converted, stored, and 

utilized. This section discusses various strategies for rectifying and conditioning harvested energy 

while addressing the challenges of managing intermittent power generation, considering energy 

storage solutions. 

g) RECTIFYING AND CONDITIONING HARVESTED ENERGY 

   One of the most important processes in piezoelectric energy harvesting is turning the fluctuating 

AC generated by the piezoelectric materials into a steady DC output that can be used to power 

machines. Numerous previous research studies have discussed the design of circuits that efficiently 

rectify and condition the harvested energy. Chen et al.[12] developed a full-wave rectifier circuit 

using diodes to convert the AC output from piezoelectric harvesters into DC. The research results 

indicated that the efficiency of the rectifier significantly impacts the overall energy conversion 

efficiency, with improvements of up to 15% achieved through better diode selection and circuit 

design. In addition, Zhao et al.[13] found that buck-boost converters adapt output voltage to suitable 

levels for different applications, improving efficiency by stabilizing voltage despite input 

fluctuations. These circuits are essential for effectively using harvested energy to power devices. 

h) ENERGY STORAGE OPTIONS 

 A key issue with piezoelectric energy harvesting is its output. Once energy gets captured and 

processed, we need to store it for future use. People often use batteries and supercapacitors to store 

energy in piezoelectric systems. Wang et al.[14] looked into using lithium-ion batteries to store 

energy from piezoelectric setups. They found that these batteries work well for long-term storage 

but might not be great for all uses due to their charge/discharge cycles and energy density. On top 

of that, supercapacitors can charge and discharge faster, which makes them a better fit for uses that 

need quick bursts of power. Kim et al.[15] did a study on using supercapacitors to store piezoelectric 

energy. They learned that these work better for things that need energy often, like wearable gadgets 

or sensors. Yang et al.[16] found out that mixing supercapacitors and batteries in hybrid storage 

systems can give both high energy density and quick power delivery, fixing the weak points of each 

storage method on its own. 

i) CHALLENGES OF MANAGING INTERMITTENT POWER GENERATION 

Piezoelectric energy harvesting faces a major issue: it produces power when there's mechanical 

stress, which changes with environmental conditions. This makes it tough to count on piezoelectric 

harvesters for steady power. To tackle this, scientists have focused on enhancing power 
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management systems to handle unpredictable energy input. Liu et al.[6] proposed using a power 

management circuit with maximum power point tracking (MPPT), a technique borrowed from solar 

energy systems, to maximize energy collection by tweaking the load for optimal power output. 

Their findings revealed that this method boosted energy storage efficiency even with fluctuating 

energy input. Another fix involves hybrid energy systems, which combine piezoelectric harvesters 

with other power sources like solar or vibration-based systems for a more reliable power supply. 

Zhang et al.[10] paired a piezoelectric harvester with a small solar panel and a storage system. They 

demonstrated that this hybrid setup delivered more consistent power than just piezoelectric energy 

on its own, addressing the problem of unreliable power generation. 

j) ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS 

Environmental factors like temperature, humidity, and precipitation have a big impact on how 

piezoelectric materials perform. High temperatures can cause thermal breakdown, which lowers the 

energy conversion efficiency of these materials. In the same way high humidity can let moisture 

seep in, which weakens electrical insulation and might lead to short circuits. Rain and snow increase 

the ups and downs in mechanical stress causing problems with how long the material lasts. To make 

sure piezoelectric devices work well and stay stable for a long time, it's crucial to use protective 

coatings advanced sealing techniques, and materials that can stand up to weather. 

k) MECHANICAL STRESS VARIABILITY 

Variability in mechanical stress due to differing vehicle weights, speeds, and traffic patterns plays 

a pivotal role in determining energy output. Heavier vehicles exert higher pressure, leading to 

greater energy generation, while lighter vehicles or sporadic traffic can result in suboptimal energy 

capture. Uneven road conditions or dynamic stress distributions further complicate performance 

consistency. Implementing robust traffic modeling and leveraging real-time data on vehicle flow 

can guide the strategic placement and calibration of piezoelectric transducers. Optimized 

configurations can balance stress variability and improve system responsiveness. 

l) PAVEMENT STRUCTURAL COMPATIBILITY 

The integration of piezoelectric elements into existing pavement structures adds unexpected 

complications. These include considerations for structural integrity and compatibility. Several 

modifications to existing road surfaces: the pavement layer thickness, its constituent materials, and 

the load-carrying capacity must all be carefully considered. Any deviation could seriously damage 

road durability. Functions such as energy transfer and pavement health: Misplacement or excessive 

stiffness of embedded devices on the dividing line can concentrate stress prematurely. As a result, 

the pavement buckles before its design life is reached. Sophisticated engineering practices, 

including finite element modelling and stringent field tests, are needed to design pavements in 

which energy harvesting systems can be smoothly incorporated. 

Electrical Losses and Power Conversion Efficiency 

Electrical inefficiencies in energy harvesting systems, particularly during power conversion and 

storage, are a significant limiting factor. Losses during rectification, voltage regulation, and energy 

storage can substantially reduce the usable output. High-quality circuit components, such as low-

loss rectifiers and efficient DC-DC converters, are crucial for minimizing these inefficiencies. 
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Additionally, advanced power management strategies, including maximum power point tracking 

(MPPT) algorithms and real-time load balancing, can optimize energy utilization. The development 

of high-capacity, low-resistance energy storage solutions like supercapacitors also plays a critical 

role in enhancing system efficiency. 

m) APPLICATIONS FOR PIEZOELECTRIC ENERGY HARVESTING IN SMART PAVEMENTS 

• Piezoelectric Charging Stations for Electric Vehicles (EVs)- Piezoelectric roads have the potential 

to serve as local charging stations for electric vehicles, particularly near parking areas or rest stops. 

Such an arrangement reduces reliance on the main power grid with electricity obtained through 

harnessing power from foot or vehicle traffic. 

 

• Smart Streetlights Powered by Piezoelectric Pavements- Under regions of high footfall or traffic, 

piezoelectric technology integrated into sidewalks or roads would be able to produce sufficient 

energy to provide power to streetlights. This would greatly reduce the reliance on external sources 

of power and facilitate green urban lighting. 

 

• Public Wi-Fi and Device Charging ports- Piezoelectrically powered sockets in busy pedestrian 

zones offer public Wi-Fi and serve as convenient charging points for phones, tablets, and laptops 

offering smart services without grid loads. 

 

• Self-powered Environmental Monitoring Stations- Piezoelectric pavement-generated energy is 

utilized to power sensors employed in the monitoring of urban environmental parameters such as 

air quality, noise, and temperature, generating an autonomous sensing system. 

 

• Energy Harvesting for Smart Traffic Management Systems- Piezoelectric pavements can produce 

sufficient electricity to power traffic sensors and control systems. This allows for real-time traffic 

management and intelligent signaling without the need for traditional power sources. 

 

• Self-sustaining bus Stops or Kiosks- Urban bus stops and interactive kiosks can be powered by 

electricity produced from piezoelectric surfaces nearby. These installations can supply lighting, 

real-time transportation updates, and navigational information without being plugged into the grid. 

 

• Wearable Energy Harvesting for Pedestrians and Cyclists- Pedestrians or cyclists might harvest 

energy while traversing piezoelectric pavements, which could be used to recharge devices like 

smartwatches or fitness bands. 

 

• Smart Waste Bins Powered by Piezoelectric Energy- City garbage cans can be fitted with 

compaction devices or fill level sensors, all run on power generated from the piezoelectric 

surrounding pavement. This would also make part of the garbage disposal autonomous and 

efficient. 

n) FUTURE DIRECTIONS AND EMERGING TRENDS   

As the domain of piezoelectric energy harvesting in smart pavements progresses, several significant 
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trends and forthcoming research avenues are beginning to surface. These advancements aim to 

improve the efficiency, scalability, and sustainability of energy harvesting systems while addressing 

the existing challenges linked to material restrictions, environmental resilience, and cost-

effectiveness. 

o) ADVANCED MATERIALS FOR ENHANCED EFFICIENCY   

In terms of future research, one of the most promising fields lies in creating materials with better 

energy conversion properties. Efforts are now being made to find use nanomaterials like zinc oxide 

(ZnO) nanowires which, when combined with composites of graphemes in addition to the giant 

piezoelectric effect that occurs at the nano-level on. In contrast to traditional materials, these 

materials can deliver more energy from every bit of mechanical stress with their enhanced surface 

area and adjustable properties. In addition, the development of flexible piezoelectric polymers, such 

as polyvinylidene fluoride (PVDF), is a prominent trend that enables the development of more 

flexible and robust energy harvesting systems. Designing sustainable materials, such as 

biodegradable piezoelectric composites, is another direction that is trending, which facilitates the 

development of green solutions for smart cities.  

 

 
a) Integration of Hybrid Energy Harvesting Systems   

To level the ups and downs in energy generation that come with traffic material that is irregular 

Revised researchers are looking increasingly at hybrid energy harvesting systems. These systems 

carry piezoelectric technology with other renewable energy sources like solar and wind. Hybrid 

systems unite a variety of energy-gathering ways, and so they deliver a steadier stream of more 

dependable power, especially when the mechanical stress caused by traffic is difficult to predict.  

For instance, a hybrid pavement system may be able to harvest energy from both solar exposure 

and vehicular pressure, enhancing overall efficiency and ensuring a steady power supply. Such 

hybrid solutions are gaining traction because they are in tune with the broader vision of smart city 

infrastructure by providing multifaceted, sustainable energy solutions. 

 
b) Energy Storage and Power Management Innovations   

As energy harvesting technologies improve, complementary technologies for energy storage and 

power management are ever more important. Future studies will likely focus on improving the 

efficiency of energy storage systems, such as modern supercapacitors and high-capacity batteries, 

which enable more efficient storage of energy harvested. Finally, power management frameworks 

that allow for the optimal collection, storage, and use of available energy based on local conditions 

serve as enabling technologies for such systems. Emerging technologies like wireless energy 

transmission and energy-sharing networks also provide enormous potential to transmit harnessed 

energy to various applications of smart pavement, constituting a more consolidated energy system 

in urban infrastructure.  

 
c) Integration with Smart Infrastructure and IoT Systems   

The future of piezoelectric energy harvesting systems is linked to their seamless integration with 

Internet of Things (IoT) devices and smart infrastructure. Piezoelectric systems embedded in 

pavements can power IoT sensors and devices used in real-time traffic pattern monitoring, 

environmental monitoring, and infrastructure condition monitoring. These systems can make urban 
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infrastructure more intelligent by delivering autonomous power supplies to wireless communication 

systems, data acquisition sensors, and intelligent lighting systems.  

3. CONCLUSION 

Piezoelectric energy harvesting is the most viable method for the generation of renewable energy 

from road traffic and vibration sources. In this review, we highlighted the importance of using the 

right piezoelectric materials, efficient systems design, and rigorous testing protocols in assessing 

the effectiveness of piezoelectric systems. While enormous advancements have been achieved, the 

use of optimization methods remains vitally important to attain the highest power output and long-

term stability of these systems for real practical applications. 

Future research must be directed towards creating more effective materials and structures and 

finding new uses for piezoelectric energy harvesting in smart infrastructure systems. By mitigating 

the problems described in this review, researchers can bring about the dawn of the widespread use 

of piezoelectric technology as a renewable and viable source of energy. 
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